i8a	EAST   AGAIN
of envy. In the eyes of the Chinese it was, and probably is to-day,
as justifiable as the income taxes or the death duties of Europe
and America.
Such was China until the middle of the XlXth century—
self-contained and self-satisfied ; knowing nothing better than
its own existence and convinced that nothing better existed ;
immense in extent and in population and considering itself the
only civilized State in a world of Barbarians.
China in spite of her infinite seclusion was not destined to
escape either the effects of the movements that were taking place
in the outside world or their reaction in her own country.    The
middle of the XlXth century marked a period of world lust for
conquest and industrial  expansion.     The introduction of the
steamship gave new opportunities, and the remoteness of the
Far East became merely relative.    The West was determined
not to permit the great field of wealth that China presented to
lie dormant.     The  pursuit of this  policy led  to  a  series  of
aggressions that do not redound to Western prestige or Western
honour.    There was little or nothing to choose between the
methods employed by the various Powers to obtain their ends,
and no one of them can look back to-day upon the past without
some qualm of conscience,    China, it is true, erred often enough
—from arrogance, from stupidity and from ignorance—but the
quarrels were not of her seeking.    That she was attempting to
resist the inevitable was her greatest error.    Yet the contact of
two civilisations so opposed in intention and in form could but
lead to misunderstandings and to rupture.     The position of
isolation that China had adopted and was so loth to surrender,
was untenable in the face of the wave of expansion that was
beating upon her shores.    Co-operation was impossible between
two schools of thought so entirely divergent and in both cases
so stubborn.    Neither party could understand, nor seemed to
desire to understand, the outlook or the point of view of the
other.    Disputes arose and disputes led to war—and war in
China has always resulted in aggression, cruelty, pillage and
punishment, and China has always been the loser.    Her policy
was in reality one of comprehensible but obstinate self-defence
while that of the Western Powers was the tapping of China's
wealth—and to a lesser extent access for foreign missions.   The
Foreign Governments took advantage of both these aspirations—
trade and Christianity—and exploited both in the interest of
territorial  expansion  and the creation  of naval  bases  in  the

